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ment is researched. However, urban and rural development are strongly

link” into consideration, which is a challenge for future research. Urban
areas are a market for rural products and tourist services, they provide
educational services and may facilitate the distribution of rural food
products. In the process of globalisation the link with many cities may
become weaker, leading to an imbalance in rural and urban develop-
ment, at the disadvantage of rural areas. This creates a great challenge
for future research and policy.

Joost Platje and Janusz Stodczyk



